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eae MESSAGE FROM BABA By 
BOS 


Issued on March 21, 1952 


My message today, to those who love Me, and believe in My life, is that 
in order to escape this cosmic Illusion, and to realize and attain the 
Supreme Reality, we must abide by the following: 


First and foremost, our complete surrender to the God-man, in whom 
God reveals Himself in His Full Glory, His Infinite Power, His Un- 
fathomable Knowledge, His Inexpressible Bliss, and His Eternal Existence. 


Should this complete surrender not be possible, then one or some of the 
following, if faithfully carried out, can win the Grace of God: 


(1) Wholehearted love for God. Thirst for seeing Him, longing to 
know Him and a burning desire for Union with Him, constitutes this 
all-consuming love for which the lover foresakes everything, including 


himself. 


(2) Keeping constant company with saints and lovers of God, and 
rendering them wholehearted service. = 


(3) Guarding the mind against temptations of lust, greed, anger, 
hatred, power, fame and fault-finding. 


\ shoes 

(4) Absolute and complete external renunciation whereby one leaves 
everyone and everything, and in solitude devotes oneself to prayer, fasting 
and meditation. 


(5) Living in the world and yet practicing complete internal renuncia- 
tion. This means attending to all worldly duties without attachment, 
knowing all to be an illusion and only God to be Real, carrying out one’s 
worldly affairs with a pure heart and clean mind, and living the life of 
a recluse in the midst of intense activity. 


(6) Selfless Service. One who practices this, thinks not of himself but 
of the happiness of others, serves others with no thought of gain or 
reward, never allows the mind to be upset or disappointed; and facing all 
odds and difficulties cheerfully, sacrifices his welfare for the good of 
others. This is the life of the selfless worker. 


BABA FAIRS IN HAMIRPUR DISTRICT 


“1 have only Love to give, and all I want is love.”” — BaBa 


Baba’s Holy Name first began to vibrate in the hearts of the people 
in the district of Hamirpur (U.P.) in 1948. And it was then that love 
for His Name drew people together for the first time, and so began what 
was to become a yearly Baba Fair. The first Baba Fair began at Alampura | 
But it was not until Baba set foot in the district on 18th November, 
1952, that the real flame of devotion began to spread, for it was ther) 
that His former lovers received a new and loving enthusiasm, anc) 
thousands of villagers who gathered at different places for Baba’s| 
darshan also began to feel the loving influence of the Avatar. To com- 
memorate the loving memory of this visit, Baba-lovers decided to hold a 
Baba Fair every year at Alampura, Ichhaura, Nauranga, Meherastana~_ 
Mahewa, etc. | 


Drawn by the love of His simple-hearted Hamirpur lovers, Baba again) 
visited the district in February, 1954. The first place Baba sanctified with} 
His Presence was Ichhaura on the 3rd of February. Coincidentally, this) 
was the most important day of the ‘“Poorna Kumbha” Fair at Allahabad) 
when lakhs of pilgrims bathe in the confluence of Ganga and Jamuna.| 
It was on this day that Baba waded through the waters of the Betwa 
river and used the water for His bath also. It was because of this that} 
Ichhaura became one of the places of pilgrimage for Baba’s Love. During 
this second visit of Baba, many thousands more flocked for His darshan. t 


The most important event during this trip was the celebration of | 
Baba’s Birthday on 12th of February, according to the Parsi calendar, at | 
Meherastana-Mahewa. On this particular day Baba was with His lovers | 
for the whole night, during which Baba-bhajans were being sung. It was 
at this time that He declared Himself as the Avatar, the Ancient One, to | 
the large gathering of His lovers. The whole atmosphere was wonderfully | 
surcharged with love, and the unique significance of the declaration has | 
been deeply engraved on the hearts of His lovers. 


Baba’s second visit was divine fuel to the fire lit in the hearts of His: | 
first lovers and in the hearts of the thousands who had His darshan during 
the first visit; and the yearly Fairs have not only kept the flame burning, | 
but have helped to touch and ignite other hearts. 


> 
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| 
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The Baba Fair is an occasion of festivity and rejoicing in Baba’s Love. 
At some places a day prior to the Fair, a continuous praise of the qualities 
of God, and identifying Baba with God, is performed. Village life with 
all its arts manifests in its gaiety and simplicity; the place where Baba’s 
photo is installed is decorated with flowers, buntings, etc. Sweetmeat and 
flower shops are set up nearby. 


During the Fair a special time is allotted to wrestling, which is very 
much enjoyed by the villagers. At Alampura folk dancers perform a 
dance called “Diwari.” In this dance a score of people in colorful cos- 
tumes, sticks in hand and a belt of tiny bells round their waist, form a 
circle. The chief singer sings a few lines in praise of God and at the end 
of it, as the drummer begins to play loudly on the drum, the dancers 
move in a circle, striking sticks in a rhythmical way. 


The Fair at different places lasts from one to three days. When a Fair 
is arranged for more than a day, the lovers move through the villages 
early in the morning, singing in sweet tunes songs in Baba’s praise to 
awaken the sleepers. At night there is a Baba-bhajan and “kirtan” 
program. 


On the last day, Baba’s photo is taken in procession on a decorated seat 
carried by a lover high on his head. The seven-colored Baba-Flag is 
taken aloft side by side with the photo, The procession is led by a village 
band. It terminates on an open ground where a general meeting is held. 
Here prominent Baba-workers deliver speeches expounding Baba’s Message 
of Truth and Love. The meeting ends amidst loud cheers, with the four 

| slogans — 


“Let Righteousness prevail in the world.” 
“Let the Reign of Love be established.” 


“Let Life Divine be awakened.” 
“Let the Name of All-powerful Meher be glorified!” 
The last item of the Fair is a small gathering of Baba-workers where 


they honestly exchange their experiences about Beloved Baba and His 
Divine Cause. 


These are the days when the lovers meet one another in Baba’s love 
and renew their love in Baba’s remembrance; and their resolve to hold 


1 
firm to Baba’s “daaman” is strengthened, and their understanding about 
Baba’s work is quickened and their zeal and enthusiasm for it is increased.” 
Such gatherings will ever serve as a standing inspiration for generations, 
to come to be worthy to receive the Eternal Love of the Ancient One! 

— Meherazad, January 20, 1960° 


ODE FOR THE 66th BIRTHDAY OF | 


AVATAR MEHER BABA 


First Day of First Week, Meher Year 66 
(25th February, 1960) 


Today is the same day, same moment, that countless time ago 
you, dear God, awoke from ageless sleep 

desiring self-knowledge, and spread out the slow 

evolving universe as bubbles on the surface of your deep 
Existence-Bliss. Time is world, and world revolves 

around the Axis of your being, which resolves 

time into timelessness— 

the still recess 

called heart. On you alone devolves 

the task of world enlight.nm: nt—causing the light 

of One-beingness to shine, putting to flight 
false truths, as stars illumining the night 
by lovely morning. One birth you took and take for turning | 
ignorance into knowledge and set all hearts burning 
with love for you the Ancient, Ever-Bright. | 


Dawn and sunrise are every moment around the earth, 

so is creation every moment in the world: 
a huge dancing and a vast mirth 
in which the atoms of your lovely form are whirled } 
in shapes and patterns sclf-pleasing to your eye 
and in conformity 

with your compassionate heart. Nothing is apart 
from you. You are music, dance and poetry, : 
and sculptured Self in Self-imprisoned stone. | 


There is nothing but you. Nothing is not, you alone 
EVERYTHING are: infant-smile and final moan 

is you singing creation, sustaining, and breaking it 
from solid settlement and making it 

into that loveliness nearer your heart-tone. 


Every moment is your birth: the universe 
arises from it and swings upon its cyclic way, 
each part longing, waiting to rehearse 
its role with you in your love-play; for that glad day 
of cycle’s ending and that Birth of you again 
as wholly God, and your boundless love to rain 
upon each particle of self — your periodic Kiss, 
in which is your Grace, and which alone can wipe away all stain. 
This Birth I celebrate, this Word that springs 
from your compassion and to all men brings 
the Song of Morning and the stir of wings 
in hearts; while your disciples, selfness taming, 
are like hill-beacons in the pre-dawn flaming; 
and all the world stands on tip-toe and sings. 
—Francis Brabazon 


RECOLLECTIONS 


PART If — With Baba in India, 1949-1952 


By Kitty Davy 
(With the kind help of Mani S. Irani) 


“The natural condition of Self is love; its demonstration 
is the being and life and acts of the Perfect Master.” 
—Francis Brabazon, “Stay With God” 


Of the fifteen years spent with Baba in India, the two-year period of 
October, 1949 — February, 1952, preceding Baba’s visit to the United 
States, April, 1952, has been the most difficult to recall. During most 
of this period Baba was away on his ‘““New Life” phase when only four 
of the women mandali and sixteen men companions accompanied him on 
his travels throughout India. 


It is only possible to pass on certain facts as they came to those of us 
“left behind,” largely through direct messages from Baba or through 
s) 
——————————————————————— 


circulars sent by Baba’s permission and written by Dr. Ghani, Dr. Nilv, 
and Adi Sr., respectively. i 

Before leaving Pimplagaon on his New Life phase, Baba sent most off 
the women mandali from Meherabad ashram, myself included, to Bombay, 
to take temporary jobs. Rano Gayley and I were told not to take work! 
for two months, but to be ready with our kits and bedding, as he might 
call us. However, two months later Baba said we could take a temporary 
job if we liked. Little did we think we ever would be looking for a job’) 
As Rano put it at the time, “I have found that sooner or later one must 
do the things one does not want or like to do. So, with Baba in my heart. 
I am trying to make the most of it.”” However, quite unexpectedly, after 
a few months, Baba did send for two or three of us to join him—- and 
how we loved and appreciated being with him. Mchera and Mani for 
short periods at Satara, Mahableshwar and later at Pimpalgaon. The’ 
remarkable thing was that each time Baba sent for us, Rano and I woulc 
be in the middle of a term, teaching at the large mission school in Bombay 
We never thought for a moment we would be allowed to leave and ther 
return. However, we did as Baba told us and asked the Principal for leave’ 
of absence. She granted leave immediately with the added remark thaw 
she hoped we would return! Did Baba turn the key? 


Baba has not explained why he led the life he did during these two: 
most important years, “The New Life Phase.” None has grasped its full), 
intent. In the New Life Circular No. 17, dated September, 1950, we 
read: , 


“Recent earthquakes, floods, tragedies in Assam, constant Bengal and | 
Bihar famines; the overwhelming problems all over India and other various | 
disasters all over the world have at present become the cause of general, 
distrust in nature, untold miseries, utter disappointments and a feeling 
of unexpected helplessness and frustration all over the world. Baba ex- | 
pressed his opinion that all this has contributed to some extent as a pointer 
towards the work of his New Life picture, which he formed, when he set _ 
out from Ahmednagar on 16th October, 1949, to live his New Life of | 
helplessness and hopelessness.” 


Dr. Ghani has left unpublished manuscripts relating to the early part | 
of the “New Life Phase.” Baba willing, some day a book may be written | 
on this great episode. Baba gave us during this period some ot his most 
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beautiful messages and circulars, “Song of the New Life,” “The New 
Life,” ‘““Baba’s Sermon,” and “Manonash.” These will be read, reread and 
cherished to the endless end. Below is Baba’s message, ‘““The New Life,” 
published October 3, 1950: 


“Although the New Life has emerged from me, I am not at all bound 
by it... But this New Life is endless, and even after my physical death 
will be kept alive by those who live the life of complete renunciation of 
falsehood, lies, hatred, anger, greed and lust; and who, to accomplish 
all this, do no lustful actions, do no harm to anyone, do no backbiting, 
do not seek material possessions or power, who accept no homage, neither 
covet honor nor shun disgrace, and fear no one and nothing; by those 
who rely wholly and solely on God, and who love Ged purely for the 
sake of loving, who believe in the lovers of God and in the reality of 
Manifestation, and yet do not expect any spiritual or material reward, 
who do not let go the hand of Truth, and who, without being upset by 
calamities, bravely and wholeheartedly face all hardships with 100% 
cheerfulness, and give no importance to caste, creed, and religious 
ceremonies. 


“This New Life will live by itself eternally, even if there is no one 
to live it.” 

On the Ist of January, 1949, Baba sent out from Meherabad, Pimpal- 
gaon, a circular to all his devotees and followers which contained ten 
points. I quote the most poignant (abbreviated) : 


1. “A warning of a great personal disaster ahead. 


2. “The mandali (men and women) will be faced by real tests and 
trials .. . and only a few real disciples might stand up to them. 


3. “All men and women who believe in me should observe silence for 
one full month in July, 1949 (Baba’s seclusion was from June 20th, 
1949). 


5. “From February, 1949, ’till end of 1949, no correspondence of 
any kind with anyone anywhere except by telegram or telephone when 
very necessary. 


6. “All disciples and devotees to be more engrossed in God than in 
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Maya by being less selfish and more sacrificing. | 
“The year 1949 marks an artificial end to an artificial beginning and 
a teal beginning to the real end. 


“Although I am in everyone and in everything and my work is fol 
the spiritual awakening of all mankind, I am always aloof from politic: 
of any kind. My disciples and devotees should continue as before to abstain: 
from taking part in political activities or discussions.” 


Baba remained very busy from now on. Once or twice he came from) 
Meherabad to Pimpalgaon, and he would ask us beforehand to prepar¢| 
some sort of entertainment. In this way we were engrossed in doing some- 
thing for Baba and not engrossed in bemoaning the fact that we had beer 
left in Meherabad whilst others had gone with Baba to the new ashram) 
at Pimpalgaon. Baba knew quite well how we suffered from the separa- 
tion after being with him for so long. 


It is one thing to know Baba dislikes depressed or despondent spirits, 
long faces, dramatic poses or expressions of misery or unhappiness, but) 
the control of such moods is not easy. Baba gives us the positive side and 
shows such pleasure if we remember that he likes us to love him with a’ 
cheerful disposition, a dancing heart full of hope, spiritual vigor, andi 
prepared physically and mentally to enjoy his presence. He did not want 
us to brood over the separation, or upon the circular of January, 1949,,| 
quoted above. 


So we prepared short amusing episodes. I recall a boxing match between, 
Rano and myself — the thin lanky one and the short plump one. Eliza- 
beth reminds me I played the part so vigorously that my oponent left the 
ring limping!! ~ 


Another time the younger members of the group performed two skits | 
in English which they were studying. Dawlat, a young Persian girl, 
daughter of Baidul, did a monologue, “Buying a Hat.” In the middle | 
she stopped, told Baba that she had forgotten the next word but that she | 
would remember. We waited whilst she stood before the mirror with the | 
hat on and sure enough, the missing word turned up! Baba quite enjoyed 
the little “slips” that went with our efforts toward a perfect performance. 


Between March and May, 1949, Baba was on mast tours with his head- | 
quarters in Mt. Abu, Rajasthan. Three weeks after Baba descended from | 


: : 


Mt. Abu, he.started: his-““Great Seelusion”-of 40 days from June 21st -to 
July 31st, 1949,,at Meherabad, Pimpalgaon. His disciples and devotees 
all over the world: observed silence and partial fast for one month from 
July 1st. Quoting from “Meher Baba in the Great Seclusion” by Ramjoo 
Abdulla: “ .... Baba selected a-small open space surrounded on three sides 
by walls of the adjoining ashram buildings at Lower Meherabad. The 
fourth side was closed temporarily with fattas (bamboo matting). Inside 
this enclosure, under the shade of a nearby Neem tree, a special cabin was 
constructed of what was once known as Baba’s blue bus, the motor 
vehicle in which he had toured extensively, December, 1938, to June, 
1941. The bus-body was mounted on empty oil drums fixed in brick 
and lime and it was in this bus-body and enclosure that he spent the 
A short period was spent in Poona. 


» 


greater part of this seclusion. 


Recitations from the four great religions were recited at the com- 
mencement cf the seclusion, Baba explaining to those present that “These 
are all but different approaches to the same one Truth, ie., God, and 
therefore the real purport of each book is just the:same.” Baba also ex- 
plained a very significant point in regards to this seclusion and fast: “It 
was not just meditation and so forth... Iam free in every way, but I am 
going to get myself bound-voluntarily. I have hundred per cent reasons 
of my own to retire from tomorrow for 40 days.” 


Yet Baba was still immersed in outward activity during this seclusion. 
On 16th June, twenty-one poor people (not beggars) of various castes:and 
creeds were carefully,.chosen. and brought to Baba. One: by one they 
entered the enclosure where-Baba washed their feet and gave to each ten 
rupees. [ recall Baba ‘telling us that the mandali had no easy task to bring 
these twenty-one to him, for none felt themselves worthy to: have Baba 
wash their feet. On the 29th, seven mad and mast types were brought to 
Baba when he clipped their hair, bathed. them, dressed them and sent them 
back, each with a present, of a packet of sweets. For a fuller account of 
these forty days, all should read William Donkin’s The Work of Meher 
Baba with Advanced Souls, Sadhus, the Mad and the Poor. 


Baba is very conscious of the least sound during seclusions.’ This is 
strange in one sense, for when Baba would be sitting with us, especially in 
the earlier days at home or while traveling, and decided suddenly to work, 
presumably on other planes, and covered his head with a’ scarf, towel or 


anything available, he would tell us to continue with whatever we wes 
doing, and that nothing would disturb him. However, during seclusio! 
there had to be absolute quiet. Kaka. one of Baba’s earliest and deares 
disciples, was appointed at this time to wait on Baba when required by th 
ringing of a call bell. He had to climb the Neem tree above Baba’s cabi) 
to pluck off all its fruit (Nimbori) which kept falling on the roof of th 
cabin. We women in the adjoining compound, working in the kitcher! 
garden, or elsewhere, were kept ‘‘on the alert” throughout this perioc!| 
Yet, on more than one occasion word came to us from Baba that there wa 
too much noise! Think how we felt! We started tiptoeing!! 


All Baba’s disciples of Ahmednagar and a few from other parts wer} 
called to Pimpalgaon at 7:00 a.m., August Ist. The women were separate 
by a curtain from the men mandali but we were able to hear all that wa 
said on the men’s side. Certain orders had been given by Baba beforehand) 
They were an index of one of the most strict orders to be given to all) 
very shortly — that no one after October 16th was to pay any homagl 
or reverence to Baba. If such an occasion did happen, then Baba wroulde 
have to bow down to them. Yet we often found Baba, during this} 
period, holding the palms of his hands together, the common salutation) 
of the Hindu; but this was as if in prayer — the recognition of Goal 
within our fellow man. 


Mehera and Mani were to see Baba first at 6:30 in the morning. At’ 
7:00 a.m., Baba would be with the men mandali and the women were 
to listen to the reading of Baba’s message, to be read aloud by different. 
members of the mandali in different languages. At the end BY the last 
Urdu translation, all were to simultaneously say ‘““Amen” or “Amin,” 
according to the language each one spoke. Baba would aise give the 
mandali prasad with his own hands. Apart from saying “Amen” we, the | 
women, were not to break silence till Baba came over to our side and gave 
the sign to speak. Baba then had rava and tea with us. (Rava is a sweet 
dish usually prepared for special occasions. ) 


We were then all dismissed and Norina and Elizabeth were called by 
Baba for a private interview and given final instructions for his work | 
regarding his forthcoming visit to the United States and his Center at | 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. After a final embrace from Baba, they left | 
by car for Bombay to board the plane for New York. They left with the | 
promise that Baba would come to the West very soon. 
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|. ., -Mehera and Mani, realizing the strain of this long seclusion and fast 
_for Baba, had taken the opportunity to think out some surprise for him 
_when the seclusion and fast ended. Amidst all her other work, this effort 
on Mani’s part was really her chef d’oeuvre. It was a puppet show. Figures 
and dialogue were all her own creation. In the early stages, she must have 
had difficulty with one of the puppets, for she wrote to Norina: 


“I was going to ask you to come yesterday and tell me the marionnette 
episode, but I was so desperately busy with the puppets, especially the 
_ wretched woman puppet (whose bust I could not get straight) so best 

thing would be for you to come when you would like for if T wait till 
have time, I might have to wait goodness knows how long! I am wonder- 
ing if I will be able to practice the movements of the puppets long 
enough to be good at it before showing it on the Ist of August when 
Baba comes! If I can move the fingers as efficiently and quickly as Banjo 
wags his tail!” 


Perhaps one day you all. will enjoy the puppets, for Mani writes that 
she has both puppets, music and dialogue, all intact. Needless to say, 
Baba enjoyed it immensely, and we had no idea of the “bomb-shell’’ await- 
ing us all later in the day. This performance with Baba in our midst was 
literally adding the “sweet”? to the “bitter,” a very favorite device of 
_ Baba’s. In short, Baba told. us briefly what he had decided during his 
seclusion. We are prepared for changes. Seclusions always meant a new 
phase in Baba’s changing activities. However, we were totally unprepared 
for the New Life phase. ‘It was fortunate perhaps that it had such a 
numbing effect on us all, or we could not have carried on as we did. 


Taba had decided to.close all ashrams, dispose of all their contents and 
relinquish all properties in India. The majority of those living with Baba 
at the time were to be sent back into the world 'to work. A few disciples 
would form his “chosen companions” to accompany him in the New Life 
starting October, 1949. Those agreeing to the severe conditions of the 
_ New Life (hence called “‘yes-wallas”) had to be prepared to look upon 
' themselves as already dead in the sense that the dead have no desires, 
‘concerns, attachments, questions or even provisions for the morrow. 


_ No time was wasted! The very next day the ashram on the hill was buzz- 
_ing with activity. Packing and sorting, packing and sorting in prepara- 
tion to leave for good our home for the last 15 years or more. We cast 
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aside non-essentials. Nothing whatsoever could be left behind in stor. | 
age. To this day I cannot imagine how I ever left behind “The Mehen! 
Journals.” (They went to Adi Sr.) Of course they were two very bulky| 
volumes! But what a treasure house. I did take the two volumes of Baba’ al 


Discourses! 


Furniture, beds, fittings, all were to be sold for the benefit of any one 
in need. Baba had said, ‘“‘All the proceeds from the sale of all my proper-| 
ties, i.e. ashrams ... to provide for the eu S needs of those whom) 
I have myself made to depend upon me.” Meherabad seemed to some of| 
us a shell, but this same shell is guarded I believe to this day by a day and 
night watchman. | 


We too wanted to share. Chinese coats appeared from trunks that hac!) 
lain there since our arrival in India in 1933. Jewelry rarely worn wasg| 
brought out and other treasures. All displayed their ‘“‘wares” on the beds 
and one morning Baba came up the hill and went around systematically | 
viewing what was laid out. He was deeply touched at our willingness to! 
share in the spirit of the New Life, owning nothing but the barest neces- | 
sities. Baba had made it clear that we could not dispose of anything that} 
was really necessary. Not everything displayed was allowed to be sold. 
All I had of value was an amber necklace from Japan and a mandarin) 
coat from China. I was fortunate. Baba allowed both to go “to the gen- | 
eral fund.” Others too were equally fortunate. | 


Packing and dismantling, one bhagulla (saucepan) remained on the! 
last day. From August 25th, in the midst of all this upheaval, Baba be- f, 
gan coming up the hill every afternoon at 3:00 to be with us. The time | 
for departure was drawing near. Here was a test,—to forget the packing, 
play ping-pong, act charades, tell’ jokes, all with smiling faces and with- 


out tears!! 


The majority of us were sent to Bombay to teach, train as nurses, 
doctors, etc. Though we were to be separated from Baba physically, he | 
gave us the opportunity of sharing in his New Life by living the life | 
chosen for us, by not possessing money, or buying new things or going | 
to cinemas, and only accepting food, shelter, toilet necessities and shoe | 
repairs from the parties with whom each group had been fixed to stay. | 
Those who were not definitely to be with Baba must give up hope, 100% | 
wholeheartedly and sincerely, of ever seeing Baba or meeting him again. | 
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By giving up hope entirely and carrying out his orders we would be shar- 
ing his new life... “All the trouble was from hoping . . . where there 
was no hope, there can follow no disappointment.” Has this a message 
for us now? 


Each and every one had to make his own decision regarding whether to 
stay with Baba under the new conditions or to leave him. A meeting was 
called for this purpose on August 31st, 1949 (for men only). We, the 
women mandali, having been given four choices, chose to leave everything 
in Baba’s hands, and do as he directed. I quote Baba’s message in full: 


“I forgive each and every disciple, devotee, and follower, all his weak- 
nesses up to date, and any disobedience on his part up till now. And, on 
behalf of myself, I forgive myself for any pain, injustice, or wrong that 
I may have done any of them. 


“T want you all who receive this Circular to understand once and for 
all that I am 100% serious about this New Life. Although you have 
stood by me faithfully and lovingly all these past years, with perfect faith 
and sincerity in spite of receiving nothing from me, and although you 
all might be prepared to lay down your lives for me, yet there is the possi- 
bility that your and my habits of understanding and misunderstanding 
cach other during the last so many years, might mislead you into not 
taking this most seriously. 


“Therefore I want you all to go through this Circular word by word 
most carefully before you decide. It would be best if you accompany me 
and abide by all orders and conditions 100% thoroughly. But although 
your faith, love and service for me have been greater than mine would 
have been for my own Master, yet these conditions might prove your un- 
doing. So unless you are ready to live the life of complete satyanashi* and 
absolute obedience it would be better to stay behind and obey instruc- 
tions that will be given to you. But all this is by way of statement of facts 
and confessions. The decision is entirely to be made by you and you alone. 
May God give you the required strength. 


“I want you to understand that I will not deliberately do anything 
that will force those that go with me to leave me. I shall also, to some 
extent, be helpful to you in the beginning in certain ways—which must 
not make you relax your resolution to abide by your oath 100%. Even- 
*ho belessness” and/or “self-annihilation” 
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tually all the conditions will be applied 100% to all who come with me 
and I shall abide fully by my oath. 


“Between now (this day of decision) and 15th October, I will over-) 
come the momentum of my past activities by concentrating and intensi- 
fying my work of masts, poor, seclusion and fast, for which no record 
should be kept, except the boys’ activities which will end September 7th. 


| 


“During this period you can ask me anything you like, so long as it) 
does not affect the Circular and your decision. From today until 15th 
October I will live the usual life that I have been living all along.” ; 


This message was sent to the West in October, just before Baba started 
on the New Life: i 

“Baba ends the old life of multifarious activities, and, with a few com— 
panions, begins his NEW LIFE of complete renunciation and absolute 
helplessness from 16th October, 1949. Although Baba’s and his compan- 
ions’ NEW LIFE will be known to everyone and their whereabouts will 
be no secret, no one should try to sce Baba or his companions for any | 
reason whatsoever as Baba will not see any of them, nor allow his com- 
panions to do so.—By order of Baba.” 


With one or two exceptions all decided to go with Baba wherever his | 
New Life would take him and to lead the new order of life with all its: | 
severe conditions filling four long pages. From a large number of “‘yes- 
wallas,” Baba chose only sixteen to accompany him “‘on the road” in the | 
New Life. The rest remained behind, but following 100% Baba’s orders' | 
for them. The “yes-wallas” were of three kinds, those who went with 
Baba, those who remained behind and a third growp known as the ar- | 
rangement-wallas, whom Baba specially asked to remain behind to take 
on the responsibility of certain of the women disciples left behind. 


The four periods of training for the “Companions” of the New Life 
for the first two and one-half months included physical labor, begging, — 
Langoti (wearing only a loin cloth), the “gypsy” life, and then would 
begin the “endless New Life of hopelessness in real earnest.” 


The New Life began on October 16th, 1949, when Baba and his 
16 companions and four of the women mandali, Mehera, Mani, Mehe- 
coo and Goher, left Pimpalgaon, taking with them the barest minimum 
of necessities as outlined by Baba. A small caravan-like vehicle was later 
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to meet the party at Belgaum in December so that the four women ac- 
companying Baba might be provided with the minimum of shelter during 
the long treks on foot to the North. From Benares onwards, the party 
was joined by a number of “four-footed companions,” including horses, 
bullocks, a pair of donkeys, cows (and calves) and a camel which had 
a magnificent Persian bell round its neck. This last was in charge of 
Baidul, who, coming from Persia. presumably knew more than the others 
about this animal’s rather uncertain temper! Can you picture the party 
en route! Many were the amusing incidents of this stretch of the journey, 
as related afterwards by Mani. 


Life was not going to be easy for those accompanying Baba. Amongst 
other orders, Baba said, “It is not merely a question of hardships and 
difficulties like those encountered in Mast trips. The most difficult thing 
now is the need to control emotions and feelings and to have absolute 
readiness for split-second and on-the-spot obedience to whatever task 
you are told to do or not to do. I do not expect anyone of you to be free 
from your respective reactions of good or bad impulses like that of anger, 
displeasure, likes and dislikes, but what I do expect of you is not to make 
the least show or give any direct or indirect expression to your feelings 
and reactions. I will be free in every way and you will be bound in every 
respect. I will live amonest you as one of you like a brother. But at all 
times and under all circumstances you must continue to look upon me as 
your Master and to obey me implicitly.” 


“What has value and importance for us now is to live in the active 
present,” is but one stanza from Baba’s beautiful poem entitled, “The 
Song of the New Life” which he dictated at this time.* For those of us 
wha remained behind. this stanza alone was a challenge. We either looked 
back on the wonderful times with Baba or on the numerous lost oppor- 
tunities when we might have been more quick to respond to his “call” 
when with him daily in the ashram. How often in the early days, Baba’s 
warning to us that “the day is coming when you will not see me at all,” 
fell on deaf ears! Or we were living and looking into the future wonder- 
ing if we would ever see Baba once more, for he had told us before part- 
ing that we must give up all hope of seeing him again. 


There were those in the West who truly desired to share in the “Song 
of the New Life,” as witness this letter from E. C., written to several 


* Awakener Vol. VI No. 3, p. 16 


group heads at the time. dated February 27, 1950, New York Ci i 
“Dear E 

; : 

“N. has just telephoned me to say good-bye and to tell me thi! 

thinks we who have known Baba must not be selfish and keep tet 
selves the crumbs of wisdom or enlightenment that we may have © 

through our association with him, and that we ought to give to | 
what we can... I feel that her reproach is justified’ in my case 
have for some time had it in my mind to put forward a suggestion. 


“My suggestion is that as many of the group as care to, should 
from Baba’s ‘Song of the New Life,’ a word or phrase that most a 
to them, and meditate on it and then write down in a short essz 
thoughts that crystallized during their meditation . . . I suggest 
cach essay be unsigned and anonymous... . In this way we wou 
share each other’s thoughts. .. . Also by meditating first and then 1 
the trouble to set down the resultant thoughts in writing, our | 


would gain in clarity... . 


“One of the things that I, as a newcomer to the mystical life, hav 
to learn, is that meditation by itself is not enough; meditation is not | 
plete until it has found expression in action. In this way a circuit is fe? 
and the ideas contacted on the inner planes are brought down int} 
concrete mind which no matter how imperfectly, translates therrs| 
direct action in the physical world. 


“T shall start right away to compose my little essay and when| 
written, I shall offer it to the group as an expression of my sincers! 
spontaneous desire to participate in the group life with what I hav} 


give—‘a poor thing, but mine own.’ ” | 
‘ | 


We gather from Dr. Ghani’s notes in New Life Circular No. 2. | 
“The period from October 16th to December 1949 was mostly de” 
to the help and training promised by Baba for undergoing the New 
phases of labor, begging, etc. The stay at Belgaum of twenty-three 
was mostly occupied with training in labor. The stay at Benares andi! 
nath for 16 days and 11 days respectively was devoted to begging: 
included langoti life. The journey to Jaunpur, a distance of 38 1 
gave the experience of gypsy life.” 


Sarnath, north of Benares, is a place closely connected with Gau 
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* Buddha (600 B.C.) who preached his first sermon of initiation at this 
Proc to his five associates. I recall in the early days of the blue-bus tours, 
Baba took the women to this spot and showed us where Buddha preached 
his first sermon. 


“In such an ancient, historical, peaceful and spiritual background as 
afforded by Sarnath,” Dr. Ghani tells us, “Baba and his companions sat 
_ down in a subterranean passage one morning, in /angoti, in biting weather. 
Baba made all his companions read mentally for about 15 minutes a 
. prayer addressed to God, dictated by Baba beforehand. After the mental 
reading, the companions were asked to don their clothes and to stand in 
a row. Baba took his stand at one end of the passage and called upon each 
one to hand over to him the prayer chit. Outside the passage, Baba called 
‘upon Dr. Ghani to utter aloud seven times the words “Ho gaya” (accomp- 
lished). Baba himself joined in these repetitions of ‘Ho gaya’ by the life- 
ing of his right hand. 


Leaving Sarnath, the party moved on to Jaunpur, towards Hardwar 
where Baba had his great work to do at the Kumbha Mela festival. At one 
stage of their journey Baba asked the companions to surrender their 
watches, which numbered twelve, including one from the girls, to be sold 
in Delhi. Three of the men were allowed to keep theirs for outside duty, 
to which they had to attend. J recall a similar occasion later on when the 
weather was bitingly cold and Baba had their bag and baggage sold which 
included their warm suits. 


__ And how were the animals behaving? Again referring to Ghani’s notes 
g read that on the first days the cows and donkeys refused to walk and 
‘had to be dragged the whole distance. Dr. Ghani himself was completely 
‘exhausted handling the donkeys with the help of Gustadji.’ Similar were 
the experiences of Dr, Nilu and Ali Akbar with the two cows and the 
calves;——Dr. Nilu having to carry the calf on his shoulders for five miles 
at.a stretch. Finally the animals continued the journey by rail. Ghani was 
given a.place on the driver’s seat on the ladies’ coach,* and ordered’ not 
to walk. On this journey the party had a foretaste of gypsy life—often 
sleeping in the open under the trees. 


Jaunpur brings us nearly to the end, of the first 2 months training. 
Before starting immediately with the second period, Baba surprised all the 
companions by announcing that there would be a period of ten days 
* bullock-drawn caravan 
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of complete suspension of training and other conditions that went wit!) 
it, Baba, never without his unique sense of humor and in a very pleasan\| 
mood, gave the following explanation for this move. He said, “We havi 
left the Old Life and there is no going back to it now. The Old Life i 
practically dead. I have heard it said that when a person is dead, the spiri’ 
bas connection with it for 3 or 4 days and before the spirit gets estab: 
lished in the new sphere there intervenes a wee bit of time which may bi 
said to be a sort of vacuum between the old life and the new life. Simi 
larly speaking, our “Old Life” is dead since 16th October, 1949, Fron’ 
that date to 21st December our “New Life’ has a kind of connection with 
the Old Life. I have therefore decided that the vacuum period be front) 
22nd to 31st December.” 
| 
J 
( 
' 


You will note that during this New Life period, Baba uses the expres~ 
sions-- “I have heard it said,” “I feel this is so” or we read “He expressec 
the opinion.” In the Old Life Baba would say, “It is so,” ‘““This and that 


will happen,” and “I know this to be so.”’ 


The ten days period over, the second period of the New Life, The “May | 
God help you all” period of “Satyanashi” began. To inaugurate this pe- | 
riod, Baba called a meeting at Dehra Dun on December 15, which all were’ 
asked to attend. In brief, the following new developments were to take! 
effect immediately. 


| 
To his companions Baba said the following: | 
“During these three months, you have seen my New Life Way ancl 

you have all shown how fit you are to be in the New Life. So, I and your 
also, keeping in sight these three months, should now decide about the 
three Plans that I place before you. You should all honestly and whole- | 
heartedly consider these plans in their entirety. They are of my own mak- 
ing, of my own free will and accord, and you must accept one of thea 
being my wish and order. By accepting one of these plans collectively or 
individually you will still remain hundred per cent my companions in the 
New Life. These three plans make me free to live the New Life in my 
own way and yet keep you all hundred per cent in the New Life. 

} 

| 


“In these three plans, the two points, of responsibility before God and 
no spiritual benefit, stand good forever.”’ 


An additional note issued by Adi Sr. from Ahmednagar clarified these 
plans. Plan I: Anna Jakal, Babadas, Dr. Ghani and Adi Sr. were to return © 
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to their respective old places where they were to continue the New Life 
-as Baba’s New Life Companions. Certain restrictions followed. This group 
-could have no further contact with Baba and the Companions living 
with him. Plan II: Donkin, Kaka and Gustadji were to settle down at 
Dehra Dun or anywhere else they liked, and continue the New Life as 
Baba’s Companions, with certain restrictions. This group could contact 
Baba and those Companions with him at any time. Plan II: Nilu, Pendu, 
Baidul, Ali Akbar, Eruch, Vishnu, Pater and Murti were to continue to 
live with Baba in the New Life as heretofore as his Companions. 


For those in Plan III there were no less than 34 conditions to be ob- 
served by the Companions. But whichever plan the Companions were in, 
Baba made one point clear to all: “. . . you must take it as an absolute 
and unqualified certainty that you will not receive even the slightest 
spiritual or material benefit or indeed any benefit whatsoever. On the con- 
trary, you must be prepared for every kind of disappointment and ad- 
versity.” 


Those in Plan II took on jobs of various kinds, some in Delhi, making 
ghee (clarified butter) and selling it. I don’t know how successful they 
were! We can be certain that those with Baba did their utmost to please 
and obey him, but even they did not fathom the New Life and its mean- 
ing. The following is from a letter from Donkin at Dehra Dun with Baba, 
March 10, 1950: 


“As far as Baba’s New Life goes, not one of us (New Life Companions) 
can make head nor tail of it. Even the ‘3rd-plan’ people now with Baba 
do not expect to be there long and Baba has openly told them that he 
-| does not want them with Him. It is all a mystery, a mystery and again 
a mystery, and very difficult both for those who are with Baba and those 
away from Him. 


“T went into Plan. B, (taking a temporary job), since that is what I 
felt Baba wanted me to do; but whether itis a frightful waste of money 
I really don’t know. Also I don’t know, as you can realize, how long Baba 
_will let me keep at it (practicing medicine in Dehra Dhun), whether for 
a month, a year or a lifetime... . 


” 


““As far as Baba Himself goes, He is as adorable as ever... 


. Baba with his companions settled in Manjri Mafh, Dehra Dun, a beau- 
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tiful spot with a view in the distance of the Mussoorie Hills. Baba 41 
to each a specific task, and nearly all would be sent to beg. The Comp 
ions were told to put their heart and soul into work entrusted to t!; 
without doubts or hesitations. Baba warned all he would be very ste 
and send away any who were careless about the rules and conditions. 


For several reasons, Baba now decided to sell the animals, and Ped 
and Sadashiv Patel had to go daily to Dehra Dun to find customers | 
tonga and bullocks. A most lencthy and difficult task, so much so tai 
Baba said if they were not sold by a certain date he would give away 2 
animals and carts to whom he liked. The women were also to share, | 
Mani, Baba said, might be asked to assist the ladies by typing and sew) 


January end, 1950, Naja was called to help the women, who were 
in the best of health. Baba too was not well. As for the Companions, t 
must have been “under the weather.’’ Dehra Dun, in January can be w 
cold, misty, and with bitter winds, very different from Meherabad. Mol 
were clearly visible. because Baba had occasion frequently—often at 5 ap 
on a dark, cold morning—to remind them of the strict conditions um 
which the Companions now were. Quoting from New Life Circular Nal 
we read: “Moods due to illness, want of sleep, etc., was one thing and » 
Baba understood and it was not deemed a fault, but if arising out 
anger and irritation because of putting up with hardships, etc., theri 
would be deemed as a fault not to be tolerated. And Baba warned tha 
all that he had complete freedom to send any away or to keep them wh 
him.” 


q 


“In the New Life, under Plan III, physical stay with Baba has no i 
port and value compared with the implicit obedience to day-to-day orcis 
and hundred per cent following of the original conditions of the Ni 
Life.” Again Baba asked them all to reconsider their decision. All agri 


to stay on, This was February 4th, 1950. 


Yes, throughout the New Life, Baba was very strict and Baba wi 
also very forgiving, and not without his jovial moods and eternal hum: 
He still followed that delightful routine one associates with him fret 
the very very early days of calling all to join him after breakfast, perhi) 
at 6 or 7 a.m., for walks, or to discuss health, conditions or future plas: 
But now it was 4 or 5 a.m.! Baba has that unique quality of being 100) 
cheerful and in good mood before dawn, unless, of course for reasons 
his own he wishes to create a crisis! 
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The next move was to Motichur, 4! miles from Hardwar, in prepar- 
ation for Baba’s great work with the Sadhus, Saints and Mahatmas assem- 
bled for the big Kumbha Mela festival at Hardwar. 


Baba was completely exhausted after this work. He had high fever and 
a bad cough, but was very happy with the work done. On returning to 
Dehra Dun, he immediately called a meeting of his Companions, told them 
of the increasing difficulties of carrying out orders as he wished, giving 
instances of the misunderstandings of his orders, etc. Baba said that he 
alone would continue the three phases of the New Life plan. But all 
agreed to remain with him and Baba now called the Companions his “‘life- 
long servants.” 


Satara remained the headquarters for quite some time, with visits to 
nearby places. Baba’s health was not good during this time. I recall he 
complained frequently of his eyes, but no specialist could find anything 
whatsoever wrong with them. The work went on unabated in its various 
aspects. Baba felt now he would be able to live the New Life with his 
life-long servants staying with him, ready to enjoy and suffer the New 
Life according to his picture of it; Baba doing the three phases of the 
New Life and they the labor phase, serving and obeying Baba, their task- 
master and employer, ever forgiving their shortcomings. 


July 25th, 1950, in Satara, was a special day when all servant-compan- 
ions got up at 4 A.M., took baths, according to Baba’s instructions and 
gathered in the hall at 6:30, ready for Baba’s arrival at 6:45 A.M. No 
one else was present. 


| The day began with the reading aloud by Dr. Donkin of Baba’s Mes- 
sage as follows: “On this the most eventful day of my New Life, I send 
salutations to all my Old-Life men and women disciples and devotees and 
to all my New Life Companions. I ask the Most Merciful God to forgive 
us all our shortcomings, failures and weaknesses, to help the Old-Life 
disciples and devotees to keep firm in their faith and their love and their 
understanding of God and His Divine Manifestations, to give courage 
and to give strength to the New Life Companions to abide by truth and 
the following of the New Life conditions honestly and faithfully.” 


After this, Baba asked all to leave the room. “During this time, Baba 
reconfirmed his original Oath that he had taken at the beginning of the 
New Life. Baba clapped his hands for the Companions to re-enter. Baba 
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then asked them to approach him one by one, and he placed and pressed |) 
his head on the feet of each in turn, There were further prayers. Baba 

then asked Nilu and Donkin to read portions of ‘The Song Celestial’ or 
‘Bhagavad Gita.’ ” 


The Song of the New Life and the New Life prayer brought the func- | 
tion to a close. Lunch followed, Baba personally serving first the Mast 
and then the Companions. After lunch began Baba’s work with the Masi | 


morning at 9 he ate food only after begging it. 


In September, 1950, came a further change in the New Life Phaseail 
Baba issued Circular 17 which began: ; 
“.. . Baba has now tried to live the New Life for nearly one year, | 
but Ge hes not been found possible to live it-as he wished. Nevertheless, 
Baba feels that from October 16th, 1950, God will give him courage and 
strength to live it as he wishes. ; 


“For this reason Baba has motioned to free his life-long servant- 
companions on October 16th, 1950, in order to give them a chance to- 
revise their decisions as to whether they will continue the New Life with 
him. These servant-companions must therefore take stock of their ex- | 
periences during the past year before they make any fresh decision. If, | 
after the most diligent searching of their hearts, they choose to stay with | | 
Baba in his New Life, some of them will accompany him for a few months 
on a tour for work with Masts and poor, and some will remain at Maha- 
bleshwar to look after the women.” 


Accordingly on October 16th, Baba stepped back into the “Old Life” 
for a few hours at Mahableshwar, inviting many of the Old Life disciples } 
to be with him for those few hours. He said: | 


“Today I stepped back into my Old Life for a few hours. I am very | 
happy to see you all, you who are my Old Life Disciples and devotees, and — 
I feel deeply the love that you have for me. I want you all, as also those | 
who are absent today, to know that my Love for my Old Life Disciples 
and devotees is unbounded. : 


“On October 16th, 1949, I adopted my New Life. Today, one one 
year after I set out with my Companions, I have to say that the principles 
of my New Life could not be lived up to in the spirit that I desired. My 


fay? 


“Companions have not been able to comply with the conditions of the New 
Life in the strict sense I had expected them to do, although in fairness to 
them I want to say that each has tried his best according to his own capa- 
bilities and understanding. I feel therefore, that this year has been, not 
a failure, but an eye-opener. 


“T have now given my Companions another chance to reconsider their 
joriginal decision that they would join me in my New Life, and a free 
‘choice to rejoin me in the New Life as my Servants, or to go away, and 
‘lLecome my Old Life Disciples, or to be entirely free and lead independent 
‘lives in the world.” 


_ Baba thus, as he has so many times in the past, gave his New Life Com- 
-panions the chance to reconsider their choice, after an “unflinching sur- 
vey of their experience of one year.” If they decided to rejoin him in 
the New Life, he warned them they would have to try and obey him 
“100% ... (and) the Servant Obedience to my Orders must be spontan- 
eous and devcid of any feeling of slavery or compulsion.” All agreed, I 
believe, to stay on as Servant-Companions, 


During these few hours in the Old Life, Baba also dictated the beauti- 
ful ‘“Sermon”* in which he gives “The established Divine Facts . . . 
Essentially we are all one. The feeling of our being otherwise is due to 


ignorance.” 


The following message, given on the 16th of October, 1950, at Maha- 
bleshwar, helps to clarify this period: 
| “If I am the one my Old Life Disciples take me to be, I would wish 
them to endeavor wholeheartedly to stick to their faith and love, to 
carry out my Old Life instructions without any feeling of enforced bond- 
age on their part and to live a life worthy of real love; and, irrespective 
of what I am, the most compassionate God will surely reward them 
spiritually even if they do not seek reward. As to my ‘Arrangement- 
wallas,’ I ask God to give them courage to carry out their responsibilities 
to the very end.” 


“. . My Old Life places me on the altar of Godhood and Divine Per- 
fection. My New Life makes me take the stand of a humble servant of 
God and His people. In my New Life Perfect Divinity is replaced by Per- 
fect Humility. In my New Life I am the seeker, the lover, and the friend. 


* See Awakener, Vol. 3, No. 4 
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Both these aspects—Perfect Divinity and Perfect Humility, have been 
by God’s will and both are everlastingly linked with God’s eternal Life, 
_ Anyone may believe me to be whatever he likes, but none may ask for 


it, Se aaeer eg 


. I shall leave Mahableshwar on the 21st of October ‘ie my in- 

seats tour of two or three months... . ” : 
—BABA 

Shortly after the gathering on October 16th, Baba set out on tout 
for his Mast and poor work. This is excellently described in a short ac-} 
count received by Elizabeth Patterson in January, 1951. 


“You will remember from a letter sent to you a month or two ago that 
a gathering of Baba’s Old Life Disciples was held at Mahableshwar on 
October 16th, 1950. During this gathering Baba stepped back into the 
Old Life for a few hours, and those who had been invited had been told: 
that a collection would take place at the meeting, so that those whoj 
wished to give anything had come prepared. Many who found it impos- 
sible to come up to Mahableshwar had sent their offering by post to Adit 
at Ahmednagar, and Adi had brought these with him when he came tor 
Mahableshwar, where they were added to the general collection. There: 
were, perhaps, some two or three hundred people at the gathering, most 
of whom found this a happy chance to share in the privilege of taking 
part, albeit indirectly and in a humble way, in Baba’s work, 


Simi been stated ia the invitation that whatever was collected would | 
be used only for. Baba’s work with masts, saints, and the poor, and Baba. 
confirmed this at the meeting. 


“Baba told the gathering that he would start his tour on Oct. 21st, and_ 
that he would be out for at least two months. He also said that his tour | 
would offer opportunities for him to carry out one or more of the phases 
of the New Life, all of which must, from Oct. 18th, 1950, be carried 
out by him alone, since he would be alone in the New Life from the | 
moment he stepped back into it. . 


“Now to the tour itself. Within three or four days of Baba and his : 
party’s move from Satara to Mahableshwar on Ist Oct. (i.e. nearly two 
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weeks before the meeting of Oct. 16th), Baba gave a rough indication of 
those areas of India that he wished to visit. Pendu, Eruch and Baidul were 
told to work out the tour program in detail, a job that kept them busy 
with calendars, maps and railway timetables for one to two weeks. You 
would probably not gather much from a written list of every place Baba 
went to, and a very rough sketch map has therefore been hitched on to 
thi: letter showing the chief places of this long and arduous tour. 


“Baba left Mahableshwar on the morning of Oct. 21st, accompanied 
by Pendu. Eruch, Baidul and Gustadji, and went first to Patna and cer- 
tain districts of Bihar. The river Kosi flows through these parts, a river 
that has a reputation similar to that of the Yellow and Mississippi rivers, 
of causing destructive floods from time to time. During the last few 
weeks of the monsoon this year the Kosi had flooded certain districts of 
Bihar. and many villages had been laid waste. Destitution and misery 
was therefore the lot of thousands of peasants, and the cry for help was 
urgent, 


“The Government and a few relief organizations were, of course, taking 
steps to help the flood victims, but Government compensation is slow, 
and even the best official relief measures leave gaps of privation and misery 
that can only be filled by voluntary workers. 


“Although Baba had decided, as I shall explain shortly, to help the poor 
in a special way, he made an exception here in Bihar and gave small sums 
of money to nearly two hundred people in three villages which had been 
swept by the flood more than others. You might, perhaps, like to hear 
something of how this work was done. 


“Tt began, like scores of incidents in Baba’s life, in what would seem, 
on the face of it, to have been a chance meeting at a railway station. A 
Congress worker, or so he appeared by his dress and by a certain look of 
authority about him, was seen talking to two or three people on Janjapur 
station, and Baba told one of his men to address this stranger and ask him 
what evidently urgent and grave matters he had been discussing with his 
subordinates. The man then gave a frank and moving account of the 
recent floods in certain villages not far from this station, and said that 
he was charged by the Government with the organization of relief work. 
Baba asked whether he could go to a few of these villages and offered to 
help some of the victims by small gifts of money. The outcome of the 
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ensuing discussions was that this stranger directed one of his subordina 
to take Baba and his men by bullock cart to three of the worst afflic! 
villages. This subordinate, although in a position of influence in his o 
village, was a man of meek and selfless character, and it was only la 
discovered by a chance remark from a stranger that his own house aj) 
field had been completely destroyed by the floods, although he had 4} 
spoken of this to anyone of our party, and only agreed after much pj) 
suasion to accept money from Baba. 


“Then followed a long day’s work of going from village to village) 
this ravaged district. I should tell you, lest the picture in your minds” 
a false one, that the flood waters had receded several weeks earlier, exp’ 
ing a countryside scarred and shattered by water that had now drait 
back into the Kosi riverbed or evaporated in the powerful October sutll 


“During the day’s work, and a long and tiring day it was, nearly 
hundred peasants were given five rupees each, and the heads of eley 
families which had suffered more than others were given much lar] 
sums, varying between five hundred rupees and fifty rupees, the sv 
being proportionate to the need. 


“This would seem to be as good a moment as any to tell you that Bef 
had decided that his work with the poor would consist in giving fai. 
large sums of money (generally Rs 500) to the heads of families whi 
having once known days of prosperity, were now living in real pover} 
All those who received substantial sums in this way had their feet wasl 
by Baba, and he also bowed down before them, touching their feet w 
his head, a practice that was followed throughout the tour. When 
money itself was handed over, one of the men with Baba would explif} 
the reason for the gift in the following way, and you will notice tl 
Baba’s name was never mentioned—he was simply referred to as ‘my broil 
er.” The words used, or rather a translation of them in English, wi 
these: ‘My brother says that this money has been given to you by lovi. 
hearts who wanted it to go to deserving and needy people. You should # 
feel that it is formal charity or that you are under any obligation to ar} 
one for it, you should consider it as a gift of love.’ 


| 
also because to have done so would have taken up too much time. Ba 
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be: 
Hid, however, bow down and touch the feet of all to whom he gave 
money on this day. 


“Following this visit to the flooded area of Bihar Baba went to Janak- 
pur. Janakpur lies in Nepal, about twenty miles from the Indian fron- 
ier, these twenty miles being covered in a quaint and almost toy rail- 
oad that takes four hours to run so short a distance. Janakpur is a Hindu 
vilgrim center and is traditionally the birthplace of Sita (who is also 
known as Janaki), the wife of Ram. There are many temples and ashrams 
‘n this charming and picturesque little town, and Baba contacted a num- 
ner of Sadhus and a few spiritually advanced souls. You may be interested 
co hear that Baba’s visit to Nepal took place only a week or two before 
the recent disturbances there broke out. 


“From Nepal, Baba made his way to Calcutta, though we should di- 
sress, | think, to tell you about an unusual incident that took place on a 
‘mall railway station called Colgon, that lay on the route to Calcutta. 
Chose who have read the Wayfarers and the two smaller volumes describ- 
ng Baba’s mast work, may have noticed how Baba often submits himself, 
or so it would seem, to the caprices of a mast. This was, then a mast who 
‘pent most of his time on this station at Colgon, or roaming the streets 
sdjacent tx it, and Baba’s insistence upon responding to his caprices was 
the chief cause of the incident that followed. Most of the station staff 
ind local inhabitants allowed this mast to do what he liked, since he was 
“;enerally believed to be a madman. 


“Baba contacted this mast, who then insisted that Baba and his men 
ould spend the night with him as his ‘guests.’ You or I would probably 
tave declined such an invitation with a laugh, and given it no further 
hought. Baba, however, although he did not want to accept the invita- 
ion, also did not want to leave Colgon without getting the mast to cancel 
his invitation. Several messages were therefore sent to the mast explaining 
at Baba and his men must leave for Calcutta by the next train, and 
ould he, the mast, be so good as to cancel his invitation, etc., etc. The 
vast by this time had come onto the station platform, where a moderate 
rowd was waiting for the next train, and for some reason or other the 
rowd and the whole station staff became enraged that our party should 
Jake an interest in their pet madman. The climax was that Eruch and 
aidul were pulled about and received a few timid blows, and the inoffen- 
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sive mast was dragged from the station by a section of the crowd. 
lively scene was brought to an end by the arrival of the train, wh 
directed the aggressive instincts of the crowd to the rough and tu 
of finding places in the carriages. Baba and his men also climbed into 

same train, and, once in the compartment, they were vastly amused 
hear the affair being discussed in a spirited fashion by their fellow p 
sengers, who did not, for some reason or other, recognize our party 
the chief dramatic personae. 


“From Colgon Baba went to Calcutta. The tour so far had beer 


strenuous one, and during the eleven days since they had set out fr 
i a 


Mahableshwar they had slept for an average of about one hour each nig) 
This forced pace had been a great strain on the vitality and health 
the party, and in Calcutta Baba therefore rested for three or four dé 
A few masts were also contacted, and one poor family was given 


hundred rupees. 

“A few miles outside Calcutta is a suburb known as Dakshineshw 
where there is a famous temple closely associated with the life of Shri I 
makrishna Paramhansa. Baba sat in seclusion for almost half an hour, we 
ing only a Jangoti in one of the rooms near the temple. Immediately af 


given nothing at a number of stall-like little shops that lined both sii 
of the road approaching the temple where he asked for bhiksha. C 
evident reason for this was that his men were walking by his side dresif} 
in passably decent clothes, while Pendu (on Baba’s instructions) 
walking close behind with a bagful of money, from which he was givii 
coins to the many mendicants who beg for money from those going ff 
and out of the temple. Finally,:at a private house not far from the temph 
he not only received freshly cooked food in abundance but it was eage! 
prepared and pressed on him over and above his asking. Further on, reac 
ing only a Jangoti in one of the rooms near the temple. Immediately af: 
on his usual dress of sadra and pants. He then personally divided “ff, 
bhiksha among the mandali, and he and the men made a hearty meal 
it while he remembered with love the family that had thus given the fou}, 


“At Calcutta Ghagan joined the party, having been called by Ba} 
from Ahmednagar, so that the group, including Baba, was now six stror} 


* long white robe (like a monk’s) 


nN 
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“The account of the rest of the tour will be ruthlessly abbreviated, not 
»ecause the work done was unimportant, but because the routine was to 
‘Il intents and purposes the same as that of every tour that Baba has 


‘0 Madras and Hyderabad (Deccan). 


“The party stayed at Hyderabad for nine days, since this is a city where 
‘}nany masts are to be found, and during the stay there eight poor families 
vere given money by Baba. One of these contacts was, perhaps, the most 
|ramatic of the whole tour. I have already told you that Baba’s work 
vith the poor was (barring the Bihar flood victims) to give money to 


tal million rupees from his father. His style of living had been on such 

scale that he was the owner, among other things, of several elephants 
ind of two private carriages on the railway. Shortly before he died, the 
rather had told his son that the wealth he would inherit was enough for 
line ensuing generations to live in the grandest sytle. 


“The son, NOWer el: when Baba’s men went to see him, was s living ina 


\s if his misfortunes were not eae or more probably because thee 
vere more than he could bear, he was now a sick man, and was found 
ying on his bed. When Baba came to give this man Rs 200/-, two of 
jaba’s men supported him while Baba washed his feet, and when he took 
he money in his hands he collapsed on the floor. His wife, not knowing 
hat he had been given money and seeing him suddenly fall to the floor, 
urst into tears and began wailing that he had fallen down dead. 


s they could how the great fortune he had once inherited had now com- 
letely disappeared. To these questions, however, he gave no reply, only 
lapping his hand to his forehead. 


“From Hyderabad Baba proceeded to Kolhapur and Miraj, and in the 
itter place he sat in seclusion for about half an hour in a langoti, thus 
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carrying out one of the phases of the New Life. 


“From Miraj the party went direct to Bombay, where a number 
contacts concluded, for the time being at least, Baba’s work with masf 
saints, and the poor, and the whole party returned to Mahableshwar dj. 
December 6th.” 


Baba returned to Mahableshwar from this tour before Christmas. H« 
well I remember that Christmas! We went into the jungles that surrour 
ed our villa and dug up a small evergreen tree to place on the living rooj 
table. Mehera and Mani, with Mehroo assisting, made all its paper decot 
tions. Mani insisted I make an angel for the top of the tree. The 
looked beautiful and I can still see that sweet, gentle smile on Baba’s f 
as he stood by it on Christmas morning. Rano and Naja made their com 
tribution,—a table decoration. It was a wonderful cottage made out «| 
cookies, icing and sugar. A face peered from one of its windows. It y 
lit up from inside by some quite simple contrivance, for we could ne 
buy materials. Up the lane to the little house trotted. I believe on the snowy 


ing is acute. 


Then followed the ‘100-Days’ Seclusion,” beginning February 13t]" 
1951, at Mahableshwar. Just the day previous to this seclusion, Ball 
called a meeting at which all the Servants were present and told thef 
that they were all to continue to stay with Baba as his Servants uni" 
June 10, 1951. After that, all would be free from the bindings of t! : 
New Life except that they must obey certain standing orders (about §| 
which had been given from the commencement of the New Life. 


Of this seclusion, Baba said: “. . . (it) will be unique of its kim 
because it will concern his New Life Oath and his desired ultima i 


sions, Baba does not desire to confine himself for the entire day.” 


So crucial was this period of 100 days, especially the first 40 days, theft, 
Baba said afterwards, “Without the help of God I could not have gon 
through this ordeal successfully. . . . It was as if God wanted to pro} 
His help to me by giving me suffering as well as the strength to enduif 
it... . Lalso feel that the prayers and the invocations dictated by rf 
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| 
lad offered on my behalf by the Servants have been accepted by God... .” 


' Tecan recall Baba’s weak physical condition and supreme state of help- 
vssness during this 100 days’ seclusion, yet every evening during that 
veriod the mandali were called to Baba for recitation of evening prayers 
4 Marathi, Urdu and English. This period was my first experience of see- 
1g Baba so helpless and in such great physical pain .. . alas, but a 
forerunner of what was to follow in 1952. One used to think, ‘Yes, 
his is the period referred to by Baba of complete helplessness and per- 
onal disaster, (1949)*—-and yet it was not; any more than the 1956 
ccident; for now we are told once again of the inward suffering endured 
ly Baba during one of the recent phases of his Universal Work from 
sugust through December, 1959. 


On one occasion, Dr. Goher, realizing how much Baba was suffering 
d his state of helplessness and humiliation during this period, gave way 
9 tears. Baba asked her why. She replied through her tears, “Because we 
ave done all we can and that has not helped.” Baba replied that it did 
t help him to see her so upset,—that all was as it had been ordained, 
d our part was to keep cheerful and happy. 


In this New Life phase when Baba emphasized his purely human aspect 
rith all its limitations, it was difficult at times to remember that Baba 
ad also “Eternal Bliss.” Perhaps as someone suggested, this unlimited 
liss forsakes a Christ when he deliberately out of his compassion and 
ercy for man takes on the sufferings and the limitations of man and 
is, though appearing to limit the unlimited, is really a fuller proof of 
e true perfection of a Christ, for it expresses the self-giving love which 
cepts suffering for a struggling humanity, 


Krishna, we read, used to offer prayers and homage to God, worship 
d serve saints and his own lovers and devotees in all sorts of lowly 
pacities. 


Christ asked God to forgive him in order to give the world the example 
seeking forgiveness from God, thus assuming a separateness from Him. 


Baba, in this New Life phase, living life in its different phases, holds up 
fore us all the practical example of repentance, worship, prayer and 
rvice. 
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“We may not know, we cannot tell 
What pains he had to bear 

But we believe it was. for us 
He hung and suffered: there.” - 


And we too must believe it! 


It is clear as we follow this New Life phase, that the life of com 
Santayan (surrendrance) was to be practiced all the time in daily” 
not in retirement or retreat. No slipping away into some “untrot i 
sphere,” a mere escape. These men, in the New Life, had shown their 9 
love for Baby by their decision to join him, and Baba knows that any) 
who loves him must be active for him. 


And now we must pass to the third and final stage which covereeh 
last four months of the period under review. 


On the 27-28 of June, 1951, Baba called a large and important gafi | 
ing to Hyderabad, at which time he declared the ““God-Ordained: & 
he would take on the following October 16th, 1951. A summary of f) 
Declaration, which was read aloud on the morning of June 28th, 
sent to the West through Dr. Donkin, as follows: 


“In the presence of God, and bearing in my heart all the Perfect # 
of all times as witnesses, I declare that by the help and will of God I F 
definitely take a step on October 16th of this year that will result, if FR 
so wills it, in my attaining the old-life Meher Baba state by Febri 
_ 1952 and in my manifesting myself universally.” 


Donkin added, “We all stood during the solemn moments when 
Declaration was read aloud and Baba told us that we also were the 
messes to it.” 


At this meeting, with the exception of “Arrangement-wallas” 
some of the Servants who were given responsibilities to fulfill and 
given the option to join Baba, twenty-one persons offered to join. Uf 
mately, Baba decided to take Eruch, Pendu, Gustadji and Baidul with 
for four months from October 16th, 1951, onwards. Two were th 
for three months only—Minoo Kharas and Dr. Dowlat Singh. 


All those who were present and witnessed the Declaration were af 
to fast for 24 hours on tea and water beginning from 8 a.m. on Oct 
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sth and pray once on that day, invoking God to complete His work of 
anonash successfully, such as He desired. We women also observed the 
ast. 

The Hyderabad meeting resulted in the phase which Baba designated 
anonash’’—annihilation of the mind. This phase was spent in Pimpal- 
jon in strict seclusion and fast from October 1951 to February 1952. 


| Baba stated on August 9th at Hyderabad: “The third and final stage 
‘ill be the most critical of all—so critical that when this stage draws 
sar to its close Baba might drop his physical body. He therefore feels 
at he might want to spend this third and final stage in a place where he 
s close association with his Old Life disciples, even if it has no spiritual 
ckground. The most satisfactory place of this kind is the hill at Pim- 
ugaon, on which Baba once spent a period of seclusion during the Old 
ife.”” 

What must have been a very beautiful and soul-touching ceremony 
@as carried out by Baba at 9 a.m. on the morning of December 24th, 
51 (during the Seclusion) in his new Seclusion quarters at Pimpalgaon. 


Naja, Rano and myself had been recalled from Bombay to Pimpalgaon 
d stayed at the Meherazad women’s quarters with Mehera, Mani, Dr. 
her and Mehroo, I remember the day before the ceremony, Baba had 
t over to us the list of his devotees and disciples who had passed on 
ing the years and whose names were to be read out the following 
y. Heading the list of men and women were Baba’s Father and Mother. 


The following message, dictated by Baba, was read out on December 
th and given in New Life Circular 33: 


“Today, December 24th, 1951, in this New Life, knowing how un- 
thy I have been of the devotion, love and service of so many departed 
es, I appeal in all humility to the most merciful and gracious God, 
at He should bestow His grace upon each of these departed ones ac- 
rding to their merits. 


“I make this appeal more to myself than to God, so that I may remind 
yself of the physical absence of these dear ones. For I know that God, 
0 is Infinite and All-knowing, performs all things without our asking 
jad bestows His grace without our intercession. 
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“Since the spirit is immortal, so these whose bodies have returned] 
the earth are still living in the spirit. And yet, today, I feel constrais 
to offer homage to the flame of sacred love—which is so dear to Goe 
that burns in every loving heart; the same flame, that burned with diff, 
ent intensities in the hearts of all these departed ones. 


“As an expression of this homage, and in memory of these dear 0 
and of many others, now departed, who graced my life by their love aj 
service, I shall today make an offering of Rs. 124 to a poor man of wort 
character and shall bow down before him.” 


There followed the list of the departed ones, 87 men and 37 womilj 
While giving the offering to a poor man and bowing down to him, Be 
gave this invocation: ““O God, by bowing down to this man, I bow doy 
to the departed ones.” In another message, Baba said: | 


“Baba invokes the help of God for his work of Manonash, and the 
who wish to join him in this invocation may do so by wholeheartedly a) 
lovingly repeating any one of the following names of God for half — 
hour each day from December 29, 1951 to February 16, 1952: Parse) 
repeat Ahuramazda; Iranis, Yazdan, Muslims, Allah Hoo; Hindus, Pav 
brahman; Christians, God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Gho 


All others repeat the name of God as commonly used in their religion. 


“The one Indivisible, Infinite and Eternal God, who is in everythii 
and in everyone, because He is the Soul of all souls and yet is beyou 
everything and everyone, who knows everything because He is the Mi: 
of all the minds, is being invoked by Baba through His various names~ 
help him through the instrument of His Infinite Power, Love and Mercy 


Ten days before Baba came out of his Manonash seclusion at Pimpi| 
gaon, that is, on February 6th, 1952, he dictated his inspiring messag 
*“Manonash.” 


‘For these last four months, according to ordinary human standare 
and by ways and means known to me, I have tried my utmost for t 
achievement of Manonash, and I can say in all truth that I feel satisfiv 
with the work done. This satisfaction is due to the feeling I have, # 
having regained my Old-Life Meher Baba state . . . yet retaining ne 
New-Life ordinary state. I have regained the Knowledge, Strength a 


‘reatness that I had in the Old Life, and retained the ignorance, weak- 
esses and humility of the New Life. This union of the old and new life 
‘ates has given birth to LIFE; Life that is eternally old and new.” 


‘From this seclusion Baba came out physically exhausted and tired, in 
sense we cannot fathom; and it was not until the middle of April, 1952, 
nat he was able to undertake his 6th visit to the United States and his 
lst visit to his Center at Myrtle Beach, S. C. 


/On His birthday, February 12th, Baba gave out the following two 
sessages from Meherazad, Pimpalgaon: “God’s blessings and My Love 
» you all on this, my first real birthday.” And: 


“O God, today being my first real birthday, my heart expresses that 
ae Declaration of the ‘Life’ by me was entirely Yours and by Your 
Till; because nothing happens save by Your Will. 


“All my knowledge and my ignorance; all my strength and my weak- 
ess; all my freedom and my bondage are as You have desired and decreed. 


“This Life Eternal will be lived by me in conformity with Your Will 
ad every word of the Declaration of the ‘Life’ will come to pass by 
‘our Grace.”’ 


And when mind was gone, his Old-Life of Knowledge, Strength 

ad Greatness 

bided; but he kept also (by his own act of keeping) the ignorance 
Teakness and humility of the New Life; then was he Himself and us 


t the same time. And so there arose in him Life, free and 
ligationless: 


the life of Master and Servant; of knowledge that we are all 
ernally One. 


ivisible and Infinite in essence; but separate through ignorance; 
ife of strength in Knowledge and weakness in binding desires. 


—'Stay With God” 
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HOW AVATAR MEHER BABA DREW ME 


IN HIS DIVINE NET 
By Y. L. MuNtIRAJ 


I heard the name of Avatar Meher Baba from the Bandella famill 
Poona. I did not pay any attention to it. Then in 1953 L. P. Thade 
member of the Poona Bhajan Mandali) visited Jabulpur from Ahme@ 
nagar. He told many a thing about Baba and showed me the album whit 
he had with him. J also read the Wayfarers which was in his possession b 
this ignorant mind could not perceive anything. In the night exactly 
12 he chanted the Jap of “Om Parabrahma Paramatma” for one hoi 
this being Baba’s order. Just to please him I told him that it was a goq@l 
thing that he was chanting the name of God, but how was it that He w) 
given the Jap of “Om Parabrahma Paramatma” when Baba is a Parsee. 
told me that Baba’s Lovers are from many religions and Baba has said thej 
each should chant that name of God to which he or she is accustomed. 


The next day he left for Ahmednagar giving me the invitation to con 
to Ahmednagar when I happened to visit Poona. 


Sometime afterwards my father-in-law died in Poona Camp (his né 
tive place) and I went there on 15 days’ leave. After performing the 10% 
day ritual for the departed soul, | was contemplating the way I shou} 
spend the remaining period of my leave, when suddenly Thade’s invitatie 
flashed back in my mind. The next afternoon I reached Ahmednagar bf 
bus. Thade was out on tour, but I being related to the family, his absene 
did not cause any inconvenience to me. The whole family seemed to I 
mad after Baba! Amidst all activities they never ceased to speak abou 
Baba. Bhajan (devotional music) appeared to be their chief nourishmen) 
This impressed mea bit. The next day Thade’s younger brother took me 
Pimpalgaon where I met Kaka Bariya, who prepared tea for us. At thy 
time Baba was not there. Kaka dwelt upon God for a long time and ae 
vised me to stick to Baba once for all when I have taken His supportinif 
arm. I mused to myself “I have not taken His supporting arm yet!” 


Then we returned to Ahmednagar. After the mid-day meal we went 
Meherabad Ashram, where I met Pendu, to whom I was introduced by 
the younger Thade. Then we went with Siddhu to see Mohammed (a Goce 
intoxicated soul who was one of the inmates of the Ashram), but he dij 
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‘t come out of his room, in spite of Siddhu’s repeated calls. Siddhu tried 
| utmost to tempt him to appear. He even told him these people had 
Ime all the way from Jabalpur to see him and had brought Shembar 
das (a hundred Indian sweets) for him, but Mohammed did not come 
't. We were disappointed and about to leave when I inwardly prayed to 
in that I may have the Darshan of Baba. The next moment Mohammed 
|'s before us and he said to me in Marathi “Tujha kam fathe jayil” 
Your prayer shall be fulfilled”). He repeated the words three or four 
. Then he stammered and struggled with many words which in 
ort meant that his name was Tukaram and that he had been married 
cording to the Hindu rituals. A somewhat strange expression of his was 
/say that Baba had made him marry a Frenchwoman. (This last can pre- 
s imply that he was entrusted by Baba to steer the spiritual destiny of 
[2 French people. See Wayfarers.) However, Mohammed was not permit. 
ig us to take his leave. He began to demand the Shember Podas! We were 
ty embarrased but Siddhu managed to strike a compromise between us 
telling Mohammed that we had come only to see him this time but 
en we come next he will bring the sweets. Mohammed went in his room 
len came out and began to pick at the wall, calling out “Deesh Deesh.” 


In the evening we went to Adijee’s office (Adi K. Irani), but Adijee 
as not there. Adijee’s mother, Gulmai, showed us her room. There we 
w the photo of Upasani Maharaj, the sack cloth and the cocoanut, 
nich were the gifts of the Perfect Master Upasani Maharaj to Mata 
Imai. By some coincidence, the hair on the chest of Upasani Maharaj in 
photo formed an image of Lord Krishna. Mata Gulmai also informed 
2 that a Diya (a lamp lighted in a metal pot with cotton wicks and with 
itter oil) which was kept burning for many years was finally extin- 
hished by Baba. No sooner I entered the room than a strange happiness 
ed my heart but it ebbed away when I came out of the room. 


By this time Adijee had arrived and I was introduced to him by Vaman. 
then Adijee was told about my visit to Pimpalgaon and he wanted to 
ow as to what Kaka Bariya had said to me, I said to Adijee that Kaka 
d me not to leave Baba once I hold on to Him. Then Adijee explained 
me about “holding on to Baba,” in detail. 


It was to be like holding on to our father and mother, which is not 
terely by the hands but by the heart. I do not remember the exact words 
t I remember that he put the whole thing in a beautiful and lucid way. 


Sys 


He noted my name and address in his register and presented me a bog 
entitled “Meher Baba—His Philosophy and Teachings.” The book } 
found after much search, perhaps it was the last copy of the edition, 


A few days afterwards when I entrained for Poona I began to feel as 
some very dear, very precious object was remaining behind. Now I kn H 
whose love brought me to Ahmednagar and made me aware e of the nece 
sity of holding on to His Damaan tightly. 


I was now receiving the Life Circulars from Adijee and then I receiy 
the circular No. 18, which was about the coming Mcherabad Meeting @] 
29th and 30th September 1954. At that time I was under severe financil/ 
strain, but the desire to go to Meherabad for Baba’s Darshan was also vel 
powerful, (The distance between Jabalpur and Ahmednagar is approx 
mately 600 miles). I was required to send Rs. 22/—before Ist Aug 
54, as per Life Circular No. 18, which J could not afford to. As the ti 
drew near I did collect some money, but this was not sufficient. But sor 
friends who were railway ticket checkers helped me to go up to Mamma" 
At Ahmednagar Thade came to my help and we reached Meherabad @ 
28th, by 4 p.m. It was raining in torrents and non-stop. Baba sent a mé 
sage to the devotees in charge of the meeting arrangements, telling they 
not to feel worried about the rains and everybody to take Anacin at tj 
time of retiring. 


In the morning of the 29th Sept. 54, Baba arrived and his car stoppaf 
by the cabin. He came out of the car and quickly went into the cabin. | 
was as if a lightning flashed for a moment and I had just a glimpse of [ 
from behind. Baba did not appear to’ me as he appeared to look in t 
photo-prints. . 


Then Baba came to the Pandal, where I had the first full view of Hiv 
When Baba’s eyes fell on me I bowed down my head in salutation. Ba} 
has a way of looking which made me feel that He was looking at me, w 


right, he was told that the embrace was cancelled and he then was given «} 
embrace on the left side. 


In the afternoon Beloved Baba himself served us the mid-day meals, gif, 
ing us puris. (Indian chapati prepared in butter oil.) When He approache 
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} 
1 He paused for a second, then gave me the ‘Maha Prasad.” While Baba 
Fi paused I began to wonder how I, a sinner, had come here and how did 
lare to receive the Mahaprasad. 


‘After meals Baba sat down on the ground before the Ashram and then 
@ asked Madhusudan to sing Bhajans. I was deeply impressed by the Bha- 
1. “Bolo Jai Jai Bolo Dekhu Meherba Aye.” 1 pondered if God has come 
ruin. Sometimes I would look at Baba’s feet for I had heard that the mark 
Ba Lotus is found on God’s feet. The next day Baba took us all up the hill 
Brere he had his own tomb constructed. Baba stood by the side of the 
b and told us not to dash our foreheads against the ground—only to 
ly our respect. In the afternoon Baba imparted to us His ‘Final Dec- 
ation” which was interpreted in Hindi, Marathi and Telegu. During the 

Yeclaration”’ there was a pattering of rain drops on the Pandal and Baba 
inted towards it. I now feel that this was symbolical of what Baba had 
on declared. After this Baba gave to each of us His ‘‘Prasad” and bid us 
vewell. 


‘Now the problem of my return fare popped in my mind! I had bor- 
wed some money from a friend, but it was not sufficient to cover the 
ipenses. Then I purchased a ticket up to Mammad only and entrained de- 
ding to forget the actual problem for some distance at least. As soon as 
ntered the carriage, I met a head ticket collector who had also been for 
iba’s Darshan. Thus the rest of the difficulty was solved by this unex- 
sted help and I was able to return to Jubalpur without further incon- 
nience. | was pondering over the incalculable way in which Baba drew 
|: to Him and ultimately gave me His “Darshan”, His “Embrace” and 
trasad” and also kindled in my heart a flame which knows no extin- 
ishing! 


} During the Sahavas Congregation 1956, one devotee had offered Baba 
Crown of Flowers.” As soon as Baba wore this “Crown” he appeared to 
» as Lord Krishna; whoever has taken Baba’s Darshan as Lord Krishna 
nuld have found this scene more than satisfactory: Now I could not con- 
dol my feelings when I looked at Baba. Baba left the Pendal and went 
the Ashram Hall. As soon as Baba was seated in the Ashram Hall I went 
td sat near Him. My desire was to be photographed with Baba in this 
Jsture and my desire was fulfilled. The photograph was taken with my- 
If sitting near the right hand of Baba. 
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Baba had once said to one of His devotees. “It was nothing short 
weakness on My part as Krishna to have convinced Arjuna by expo: 
My identity as Paramatma through Vishwaroop Darshan.” In this incati 
tion too Baba has revealed Himself to many as Rama, Krishna, Jesus,” 
(Also see Wayfarers, “Those who bear witness.”) Who will calculate t 
His moments of weakness in this incarnation? One thinks of the dayy 
Kavravas and Pandavas when He brought about the epic battle of Malt 
harata, by dint of a broken promise apparently of no consequence. Bu} 
this incarnation, such broken promises have soared up to the limit. No- 
can dream what He is going to do with the world this time. : 


My prayer at His Divine Feet is that I may be able to hold on to 
Damaan till the end of my life. 


(This manuscript was awarded our Second Prize—editor) 


“To the Editor of the Awakener: 


“The subject matter which I wish to relate here concerns an incompi 
account of a conversation between Beloved Baba and myself, in 
Awakener Volume VI No. 4 at Page 46 beginning with line 3. 


“I spoke to Baba about someone, who, in order to protect his family «4 
himself from destruction foretold by Baba, wanted to establish a home ¥ 
up in the mountains and stock it with the necessary food. 


“Baba interrupted me and said: ‘Nojplace will be safe, not even the ' 
of the Himalayas; only by the Grace of God can one be saved.’ So I asi 
Baba if this destruction would be a man-made or a natural one, then 
answered: ‘It will be both” 


Frep E, WINTERFELD| 


“Spread My Message of Love and Truth” 


. . . Baba has said to those who wish to be active for Him. One of t 
simplest ways is to give The Awakener—a subscription or single copies: 
to interested friends or to your local library or club. And, of course, ren 
your own subscription! (Have you??) Single copies are 75c; one yea. 
subscription, $3.25. Make check or money order payable to Fred E. Wii 
terfeldt, 215 East 66th Street, New York 21, N.Y. 
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